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NOTE: All questions addressed to “The Quetee Bee must 


be 
signed if they are to receive a wo However, names be withheld 
from publication if requested. Only the questions considered of 
general interest will be answered in the EVANGEL. 





QUESTION: lain the cloven tongues spoken of in 
Acts 2:3. Also, give me the scriptures concerning the 
manifestations, such as jerking and shaking.—Mary Mer- 
rill, Logansport, Indiana. 

The cloven tongues mentioned in Acts 2:3 has ref- 
erence to the visible appearance of tongues of fire. When 
these tongues of fire appeared, they were not single 
tongues but were cloven or split. This appearance oc- 
curred only at the initial outpouring of the Holy Ghost 
on the Day of Pentecost. When the disciples in Samaria 
(Acts 8) received the Holy Ghost, there is no mention 
of tongues of fire. Neither is there any mention of 
tongues of fire when the household of Cornelius received 
the Holy Ghost (Acts 10) or when the disciples in Ephesus 
received the Holy Ghost (Acts 19). It seems, then, that 
this visible phenomenon occurred only at the time the 
Holy Ghost was first poured out in Acts 2. 

Nowhere in the age men” are we commanded to jerk 
or shake. There is no place that tells us point-blank that 
it is expected. That it was done in the scripture narra- 
tive, however, is inferred by the fact that the disciples 
were ‘accused of being drunk on the Day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:13). There are many scriptural references to 
people in a trance or state of ecstasy. 


WA 
NOTICES 


The Church of God formerly located in the South Side 
of Chicago is now located in the southwest section of 
the city. e new address is 5417 Hunt Avenue, Summit, 
Illinois. This address is five blocks west of Harlem Avenue 
and one block north of 55th Street. Anyone having friends 
or relatives in or near the city of Chicago should contact 
the pastor of this new church at the church address.— 
Sam W. Edmunds, Pastor. 


FOR SALE: A two-room completely furnished 1949 
Spartanette trailer. Interior—varnished plywood, electric 
refrigerator, "es stove, hot water heater, kerosene heater. 
Very reasonable terms; no down payment! Contact the 
Reverend David C. McBrayer, 4 Pine Street, Tallapoosa, 
Georgia, for more information. 


Notice to all members and friends of the Church of 
God living in Wilmington, Delaware; Newark, Delaware; 
or Chester, Pennsylvania: The Church of God is located 
at 104 Market Street, Wilmington, Delaware. Contact 
Brother R. E. Bonneville, 1405 West 6th Street, Wilming- 
ton, Delaware. Phone 57040. 

Anyone having relatives or friends at Shaw Air Force 
Base, Sumter, South Carolina, please contact the Rev- 
erend Carrol Pitts, 413 Dingle Street, Sumter, South Car- 
olina. Phone 32807. 


Anyone having relatives or friends located at Keesler 
Field, Biloxi, ae mam gS contact Brother W. Z. Lord, 3030 
6th Avenue, Gulfport, Mississippi. The Church of God is 
located at 408 Claiborne Street, Biloxi. Every Sunday 
morning from 9:15 to 9:45, we have a radio program over 
Station WVMI, Biloxi, which is 570 on the radio dial— 
W. Z. Lord, Pastor. 


Anyone having friends in the vicinity of Port Arthur, 
Groves, Orange, Nederland, Beaumont, Port Neches, or 
Coves, please write or phone R. J. Dunn, 6698 32d Street, 
Groves, Texas, Phone 34385. We are trying to start new 
churches in these port cities—C. E. Reeves, Clerk. 
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“The Ageless Book” _..-. =» Cy ~Ewing Galloway 

(Beside the hourglass, symbol of time, lies the Word of God, 
the only thing on earth today good for time and eternity.) 

“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good 
success.” Joshua 1:8. 
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DECLARATION OF FAITH 
WE BELIEVE 

1. In the verbal inspiration of the Bible. 

2. In one God ete y existing in three persons; namely, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

3. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the 
Father, conceived of the Holy Ghost, and born of the 
Virgin . That Jesus was crucified, buried, and raised 
from the dead; that He ascended to heaven and is today 
at the right hand of the Father as the Intercessor. 

4. That all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, and that repentance is commanded of God for all 
and necessary for forgiveness of sins. 

5. That justification, regeneration, and the new birth 
are wrought by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

6. In sanctification subsequent to the new birth, through 
faith in the blood of Christ; through the Word, and by the 
Holy Ghost. 

7. Holiness to be God’s standard of living for His people. 

8. In the baptism of the Holy Ghost subsequent to a 
clean heart. 

9.. In speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives ut- 
terance, and that it is the initial evidence of the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. 

10. In water baptism by immersion, and all who repent 
should be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

11. Divine healing is provided for all in the atonement. 

12. In the Lord’s Supper and washing of the saint’s feet. 

13. In the premillennial second coming of Jesus. First, to 
resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the living 
saints to Him in the air. Second, to reign on the earth a 
thousand years. 

14. In the bodily resurrection; eternal life for the 
righteous and eternal punishment for the wicked. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Single Subscription, per year. é ° 
Single Copy . ° ° Fi 





$1.50 
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An article especially written for member 
periodicals of the Evangelical Press Association 
fr 


* 
RELIGION IN REVIEW 


— Outstanding Events in 1954 — 


By V. RAYMOND EDMAN, 
President, Wheaton College 


year of 1954 shows a marked upswing of interest 

in religion. If we were to plot the pulse of public 
attention to matters religious as indicated by objective 
factors; such as, church attendance, evangelistic cam- 
paigns, space in the press, and the conversation of the 
man on the street, we would observe a low ebb in 1924, 
which was marked by open skepticism and scoffing at 
revealed religion; an even lower point in 1934, marked by 
the prevalence of Marxist philosophy and materialism, 
which had largely silenced the prophets of faith in the 
days of depression; and 1944 was too preoccupied with 
the logistics of global warfare to be able to give much 
attention to things spiritual. The chart indicates, there- 
fore, a very rapid rise in regard to religion by 1954, and 
from all indications, the graph will record even greater 
achievements in 1955. 

There is considerable difference of opinion among 
evangelicals as to the meaning of this increased interest 
in things spiritual, or even of its existence, but inquiry 
reveals that conservatives in theology regard a revival 
of religion only in terms of the Welsh experience of 1904 
or of the ministry of Charles G. Finney in the United 
States during the mid-nineteenth century or the awaken- 
ing that swept Britain in 1859 and ’60. The fact is over- 
looked by many that times of great spiritual awakening 
in the past have always been preceded by a period of 
preparation; and there are some who believe that such 
are the days of 1954. 

An observant foreign journalist wrote in April of this 
year his impressions of America, in which he stated in 
part: “The question to be asked is this—Is there merely 
a ‘movement’ in America, or has a revolution occurred?” 
Opinions differ. Some observers think there is an inter- 
esting, nation-wide movement which may develop into a 
revolution in the form of a historic religious revival. 
Others think the movement occurred sometime ago, and 
has already become a revolution, the effects of which will 
have world-wide repercussions. 

The fundamental movement in America is a sweeping, 
powerful, all-embracing religious awakening, which, with- 
in two years, has entirely changed public affairs. Inas- 
much as it is a Biblical revival, it is somewhat naturally, 
deeply anticommunist in nature. Here are some facts 

ected with this revolution: 
. Eighty per cent of the adult population of America 
now associated with a church; whereas, at the time 
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of the war of independence only eight per cent were 
churchgoers. 

2. Religious books sold three times more copies in 1953 
than all other books on all other subjects combined. 

3. President Eisenhower has become a_ convinced 
churchman and has missed only four times since his in- 
auguration. He and his colleagues are deeply moved by 
the revival; Cabinet meetings open with prayer; many 
senators attend devotional breakfast meetings. News- 
papers find a religious topic better headline news than 
an international crisis. 

4. American religious activities are spreading overseas 
with an extraordinary rapidity. There is a sweeping re- 
action against secularism and materialism. 

Without doubt, there is a very marked increase of in- 
terest in religion and attention to matters spiritual; and 
one shares the question asked of me by Dr. Edward R. 
Elson, the President’s pastor, when he inquired, “What 
will the masses do when they begin to see that there is 
the cross central and inevitable in Christianity?” The 
future holds the answer to that pertinent question. 

Four outstanding factors represent accurately the re- 
ligious experience of 1954, in my opinion. They are revival 
in Britain and America, reaction in the Soviet Union, re- 
union at Evanston, and relaxation of taxation to encour- 
age religious and eleemosynary enterprises. 


A YEAR AGO the name “Harringay” was 
unknown in America and elsewhere in the world, and 
was an arena habituated in Britain only by devotees of 

dog races and boxing. 1954 made 
REVIVAL it a household name among 

Christians the world over, be- 
cause it became, during the spring of this year, the 
center of the Greater London Crusade led by Billy 
Graham, Grady Wilson, George Beverly Shea, and the 
team from America. 

It was my privilege to be with Billy Graham and the 
team members at the farewell gatherings in New York 
City and on board the S.S. United States. We shared 
Billy’s burden of heart for Britain and the sense of holy 
awe and humility with which the team members set out 
for the London Campaign. Within a matter of two weeks, 
that prayer burden had been scattered throughout the 
Christian world so that, not only hundreds of thousands 
of earnest believers in North America and Britain prayed 
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earnestly for the Campaign, but also there were petitions 
to the Throne of Grace among the evangelicals of Latin 
America in Spanish, Portuguese, and Indian dialects; 
intercession in a multitude of African languages, in In- 
dia, Indonesia, and everywhere in the world. Harringay 
had become the focal point of world-wide prayer. 

Of course, there was great opposition and grave mis- 
representation. The relatively small committee under the 
Evangelical Alliance had made every possible plan, but 
the British Christians were quite unprepared for the out- 
cry in the newspapers: “Billy, go home!” and “Billy, 
apologize—or stay away.” Some members of Parliament 
refused to attend a House of Commons dinner for the 
evangelist because of a statement on “Socialism” which 
proved to be a misprint for secularism. There was exag- 
geration out of all proportion as to the personality of 
the evangelist and his purported income, and he was rep- 
resented as a “Hot Gospeller” (the British equivalent of 
a “religious racketeer”) and a violent antisocialist. 

The Intelligence Digest of London published this state- 
ment shortly after the beginning of the Campaign: “We 
find that: 1. He is, without doubt, not very partial to 
Socialism; he could not possibly be part of the American 
revolution were he otherwise. 2. He is not a hot gospeller 
—far from it. He is a modest—even humble—man. Young, 
matter of fact, a minister of religion, an athlete, easy- 
going—indeed, the antithesis of the inflammatory hot 
gospellers. 3. He was invited to London by one thousand 
British churches with very strong Anglican support. He 
has never lectured his London audiences; and our im- 
pression is that to lecture is not in his character. He 
preaches a simple, traditional gospel, without emotion. 
Many people in Britain would think his sermons too little 
polished for their liking. So, too, do many people think 
Eisenhower’s speeches less polished than Churchill’s. 
There is no more to it than that. 4. He is paid the normal 
salary (and no more) of an American minister or clergy- 
man of any church in a big city.” 

The Archbishop of Canterbury made later comment: 
“Tt is significant to note how, as the campaign has gone 
on, the suspicions and hostilities which were felt by 
many at the start have been steadily dissipated. I have 
spoken with many who went to Harringay, and I have 
heard hardly a word of adverse criticism. Always they 
have spoken of the simple sincerity of it all, the direct 
presentation of God’s Word to man in Christ, the re- 
strained but deeply moving impression given by it.” 

The gross attendance at Harringay Arena and the re- 
lay services held in auditoriums and theaters throughout 
Britain, to which the message was brought by radio, 
was. in excess of 17,000,000. Every level of society was 
reached. As reported by a British journalist: “The most 
extraordinary thing about the Crusade was that an enor- 
mous number of men in the higher walks of life—who, 
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only a short time ago, would have been inconceivable to 
imagine at an evangelistic meeting—went, loved it, and 
are now intensely keen to give their utmost support to 
further and bigger efforts.” Equally important was t 
impact on British university students. 

The follow-up work was well organized by the Naviga- 
tors, and that important part of the evangelistic effort 
has been continued since the close of the campaign. 
Among the reactions and impressions of church leaders, 
it is important to note those of the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, who declared: “As we thank God for what this has 
meant to so many, the churches must take a lesson out 
of it for themselves. So often they do not begin far 
enough back. They expect people to understand whole 
sentences of church life and doctrine before they have 
been taught the letters of the Christian alphabet and 
the words of one syllable. It is the natural mistake of 
the keen teacher. Dr. Graham has taught us all to begin 
again at the beginning in our evangelism and speak by 
the power of the Holy Spirit of sin and of righteousness 
and of judgment.” 

And from this side of the Atlantic, David Lawrence, 
the distinguished and incisive editor of the U.S. News and 
World Report, editorialized: “Dr. Graham has appeared 
in the role of an Old Testament prophet or a John the 
Baptist declaring, ‘Thus said the Lord God,’ and thou- 
sands have responded to his message. Nineteen hundred 
years ago, men were puzzled by the preaching of St. Paul, 
preaching which swept away the paganism of the Roman 
Empire and the dead ecclesiasticism of Judaism. The ex- 
planation which he himself gave is: ‘The preaching of 
the cross is to them that are perishing foolishness, but 
unto us which are being saved, it is the power of God.’ 
Is not that the real answer to our questions today?” 

In the Western Hemisphere large evangelistic endeavors 
have marked the year 1954; not only those of Billy Gra- 
ham in cities such as Nashville and New Orleans, but also 
by clergymen such as Merv Rosell and Jack Shuler, and 
laymen like Howard C. Butt, of Corpus Christi. 

Even in Latin America, in which evangelical mission- 
ary endeavor has moved quite slowly in most places dur- 
ing the last century, 1954 was a new day for the gospel. 
Evangelist Tommy Hicks, of California, began services 
in Buenos Aires with attendance of less than 5,000; and 
this grew to exceed 60,000. On one night in the largest 
football stadium of the city, the crowd was estimated by 
the local newspapers at 200,000. Eighty thousand decision 
cards were filled out by seekers, and the local evangelical 
churches were swamped with converts and interested in- 
dividuals. All the Bibles and New Testaments in the city 
were eagerly bought and additional supplies demanded. 


In other Latin-American countries; such as, Trinidad, 
Venezuela, and Ecuador, evangelistic campaigns have 
been conducted, and others are planned for 1955. Youth 
for Christ International will hold a gathering in Brazil 
early in the new year. 


IN THE PAST FEW YEARS the impresson 
has gone abroad through the channels of Soviet propa- 
ganda that freedom of religion is now an established fact 
in the U.S.S.R. Whereas there had 
been bitter and bzutal savagery 
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museums of the godless, several thousand priests executed 
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or imprisoned until death, the 1940’s have been marked 
by some alleviation from antireligious persecution. The 
Communist League of Militant Godless had a membership 
of 5,500,000 in 1932; and that had declined to 3,000,000 
after the outbreak of the war. 

In time the early revolutionary and wholly theoretical 
objectives of the quality, justice, and a better life, which 
were designed to be a substitute for revealed religion, 
proved to be a bitter disillusionment. Soviet despotism 
was more desperate than that of the Czars, and brother- 
hood was shown to be a bitter mockery. In their disil- 
lusionment, the Russian people began their return to 
the church. 

During the war, Stalin allowed the churches to reopen 
and the priests publicly to perform their ritual in a coldly 
calculated measure of military necessity. The Soviet dic- 
tator reasoned that he could use religion as a device to 
inflame patriotism and nationalism and at the same time 
to impress his allies of official Soviet freedom of religion. 
Some churchmen abroad believed that a new day had 
come for the Russian masses; and in their language, 
the leaven of Christianity would ameliorate the rigors of 
Russian atheism and militarism. 

During this year, it has been observed by Newsweek’s 
contributing editor, Leon Volkov: “Now, however, Chris- 
tianity has revived to the point where it is a real menace 
to the regime. If religion is, as Marx and Lenin contend- 
ed, the opium of the people, then more and more Soviet 
citizens have become addicts. All the evidence is that the 
Orthodox Church is becoming an increasingly important 
force in the affairs of the Soviet Union.” 

This threat has not gone unnoticed by the Soviet lead- 
ers. The newspapers have taken up the cudgels against 
religion with such articles as Pravda, printed on “Let 
Us Spread Scientific, Atheistic Propaganda.” The promo- 
tion of atheism is being stepped up in the public schools. 
It is reported that in the earliest grades the teachers 
take advantage of little children with sophistry of this 
kind: “Children, look at this wonderful nature. You 
know who takes care of this nature? Our Communist 
Party . . . you see the trees; therefore, they exist. Only 
the things exist which you can see, feel, and touch... 
don’t believe in God. God does not exist. You cannot see 
Him.” 

The statistics of Soviet suppression of religion are 
startling, even if we consider only those regarding the 
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only 30 Lutheran and 3 Catholic priests remain. From 
Lithuania 615,000 of the 3,000,000 have been deported 
and only 340 Catholic priests of a former 1,600 remain. 
In Latvia 4 Lutheran pastors, 13 Catholic priests, and 3 
Greek Orthodox priests have been murdered; 12 Lutheran 
pastors, 37 Baptist ministers, 4 Roman Catholic priests, 
and 5 Greek Orthodox priests have been deported. In 
Roumania more than 30 per cent of the parish priests 
have been dismissed and replaced by Red collaborators; 
and in Czechoslovakia 10 per cent of the priests are in 
jail, 15 per cent in forced labor camps, and 5 per cent in 
exile. 

If this is toleration and co-existence, then we must get 
altogether new dictionaries for 1955. 


HEADLINE NEWS IN AUGUST, 1954, was the 
Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 
which met in Evanston, Illinois. From 179 Protestant 
and Orthodox church bodies 
there came 1,300 official dele- 
gates and an even larger num- 
ber of visitors and newspaper 
correspondents. These delegates represented 200,000,000 
Christians in fifty-four nations. It was the observation 
of The Christian Century that “The chances are that 
Evanston will be remembered principally for its size. 
It brought more people together; it commanded more 
newspaper space; it stirred up more kinds of hullabaloo 
than any non-Roman church gathering—the German 
Kirchentag perhaps excepted—in modern times.” 


Spirited debate in the various sectional meetings pre- 
ceded the decisions and declarations of the Council. In 
social issues the assembly went on record as opposing 
any form of segregation based on race, color, or ethnic 
origins. To be sure, there was a relatively restrained pro- 
test from the representatives of the Dutch Reform 
Churches in South Africa. To the astonishment of many 
outsiders, the Council accepted a committee report op- 
posing any legislation against racial intermarriage. 

In matters economic the assembly was distinctly more 
conservative than its predecessor at Amsterdam in 1948. 
At that time there were strong statements against capi- 
talism and the traditional American way of life, with 
strong leaning toward socialism (and as some interpreted 
the statements, toward communism). The report of the 
Evanston discussion group on “The Responsible Society” 
was critical of Marxist ideology, and declared private 
enterprise to be a desirable part of a national economy. 
The eulogy for the executive and the businessman was 
balanced by an expression of concern for a more equit- 
able distribution of economic goods; and the Chicago 
Tribune editorialized that the position of the World 
Council in these matters was approaching that of the 
GOP platform. 

In matters political it was stated that “No one form of 
government has a universal claim on Christians,” but 
there was the added warning that basic human rights 
and political freedoms are essential to prevent tyranny. 

Peace among the nations was the principal burden of 
the pronouncements on international affairs. The as- 
sembly called for the prohibition of all weapons of mass 
destruction and for the international inspection and con- 
trol of atomic facilities. While totalitarianism was dis- 
tinctly denounced, it was held that there was no alter- 
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do not find much time for sober and sincere reflec- 

tion. This, despite the fact that life, with its many 
and varied facets, is eternally calling things to the mind 
of the reverent thinker. In view of this alarming fact, it 
is stimulating to realize that at this time of the year a 
few will take the trouble to stop, look, and listen. 

During this season, we shall be hearing much of reso- 
lution, future hopes, and past mistakes. There are three 
things, other than these, that present themselves to my 
mind at the moment. The first, and perhaps the most 
important, is time. 

In the mad rush of the three hundred and sixty odd 
days that precede New Year, we seldom stop to realize 

that time is madly rushing by. We are sur- 
TIME rounded by clocks and watches and all of us 

operate by the minute. Yet, with all these de- 
vices for the measuring of time, we fail to realize even a 
little of its value. 

Time is. a segment of eternity. It is God’s gift to us. 
We are to use it for His glory realizing that each of us 
will have the privilege of using only as much of it as 
He wills. In the ages to come, time will not be meted as 
it now is. There we shall be in the stream of things eter- 
nal, and the mortal measurement of life will no longer 
be necessary. Those of us who live today are as yet ina 
probationary state; therefore, may we all realize that our 
life is made up of segments of time. We are building char- 
acter with the material of useful seconds. May we not be 
profligate with this precious product of God’s eternal 
love. 

Time is the only thing we can call our own. It is one 


_G THIS DAY of stop watches and split seconds, we 


Page 6 


Nt 
I] 


commodity that is given to all. The dullard and the geni- 
us have an equal share of it. The saint and the sinner 
are both recipients of this gracious gift. Then, the dis- 
tinction comes not because of a lack of time but rather 
a lack of the appreciation of time. A proper sense of the 
value of time will lead to a beneficial use of it. The lazy 
person uses time as does the busy one. One utilizes it; 
the other wastes it. Both of them find sixty seconds in 
the same minute, but only one knows the real value of 
the minute. 

We, as Christians, should surely have the proper sense 
of time. To waste it is sinful. The failure to appreciate it 
destroys purpose. God help us as we ruminate and medi- 
tate. Take a little time to think of the value, purpose, 
and brevity of time. You will find it to be time well ma 
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ning, or better still, many beginnings. It is the word 
“beginning” and its sundry conjura- 
tions of which we would like to think 
now. 
7 The philosopher of old sought for a cause. He began 
with only his frail mind to try to pierce the impenetrable 
gloom that surrounded him. History tells us of his men- 
tal meanderings and false conclusions. We who know God 
are trying to learn, also, but we start our quest with God 
by our side. Moses began his Genesis account with God. 
The Bible is God’s message to man, and its first phrase 
forcefully says, “IN THE BEGINNING GOD.” 

“The first step,” says the proverb, “costs, but the fur- 
ther steps follow of themselves.” Begin with God. There is 
more to the beginning of a matter than we would seem 
to think. A man began building a house; his foundation 
was sandy, and his timbering was faulty. The rest of the 
structure was well built of good material, but the work 
will not stand. He did not start right. 

We have a chance to begin once more. The year just 
past is ours no more. It is buried in the limbo of all the 
yesterdays. Not one gem-studded second can we call back. 
We know a little of time now. Let us make a fresh start 
and begin aright. 

Have you ever stopped to think of all the beginnings 
we have? There is an end to every second, minute, hour, 
day, month, year, decade, and century. The end of each 
is the harbinger of another beginning, a chance to start 
all over, an opportunity to make the most of the lessons 
learned yesterday. 

What we are able to do in the year to come will be de- 
termined by our plans and purpose at the beginning. 
What are we going to do with this new period of time? 
Let me suggest that you—be you shepherd or sheep— 
begin the year with Him. Too many of us have taken His 
presence for granted. We have thought Him to be in the 
company, and all the while we had left Him along the 
journey. Samson did not realize that the Spirit had de- 
parted from him. We can hear the cry of the Philistines, 
so let us be certain that He is with us in the person of 
the Holy Ghost. 

ONCE WE HAVE the proper sense of time 
and really begin aright, we shall find that things seem 
new to us again. The word “new” makes us think of 
freshness and aliveness as opposed to some- 
thing old with its staleness and lack of life. 
The old year is gone. It was with us only 365 
days, but that seemed almost too long. It is stale and 
dead now. We made mistakes in it. It did not treat us so 
well as we thought it should. Now we have a NEW YEAR. 
A year that has never been used before, fresh from the 
garden of God’s grace. Yes, we shall have a new source 
of opportunities to really do what we have always told 
Him we wanted to do. 

Nearly all of us have seen many new babies, but there 
is a real thrill to see another new one. Most of them look 
alike, but because they are new we look at them with 
awe, and we wonder just what each little new life will 
accomplish. Thus it is with this new year; perhaps you 
have seen more than half a hundred new years, yet here 
is a really new one. You rarely ever get anything new 
any more, but there is something new from God. Rejoice 
in this new year. Make it the best ever. It is up to you! 

This can be your year, that is, if you can learn a little 

f time, the joy of another beginning, and the glory of 
something new. 


BEGINNING 


NEW 
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A NEW YEAR! 365 days, 8,760 hours, 525,600 min- 
utes, 31,536,000 seconds! Let’s give it all to God. 


—_——_— — 


The story of the past is told; the future may be 
writ in gold; 

Sunshine and shadow have mingled in the year 
that has passed away; 

Sunshine and shadow will mingle in the year that 
I meet today. 

But hand in hand with the Master, I fear not what 
it will bring; 

He knows, He cares, and He loves me, and God is 
in everything. 

—ANONYMOUS. 


I asked the New Year for some message sweet, 
Some rule of life with which to guide my feet; 
I asked, and paused: he answered soft and low, 

“God’s will to know.” 
“Will knowledge then suffice, New Year?” I cried: 
And, ere the question into silence died, 
The answer came, “Nay, but remember, too, 

God’s will to do.” 

Once more I asked, “Is there no more to tell?” 
And once again the answer sweetly fell, 
“Yes! this thing, all other things above 

God’s will to love.” 

—ANONYMOUS. 
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“for ye have 
not passed this 
way heretofore,” 


Joshua 3:4c. 





NCE AGAIN WE STAND at the threshold of a new 

year. We face an untrodden path which beckons 

us to greater things for God. In the natural realm, 
the farmer looks forward to better crops this year than 
those produced last year. The man who has accumulated 
some wealth eagerly looks forward to laying up more in 
the coming year. The real estate dealer looks forward to 
better business in the new year. The poor man looks 
forward to better times for himself, and he begins to 
strive a little harder. The invalid who has been bed- 
ridden for years looks forward to a well body, free from 
pain. The new year is a challenge in the material realm 
but much more so in spiritual things. 

The soul that has ceased to long for a fuller experience 
of the riches of God has ceased to grow in grace. It 
takes hardness, as well as faith and love, to go on with 
‘the Lord. The world is against the path of spiritual 
progress. It always costs something to go on with God. 
We should start this new year with a determination to 
go forth, guided by His Word. By doing this we can &x- 
perience greater victories as our trust is stayed upon the 
Lord. 

The book of Joshua begins with a history of Joshua’s 
reign and government. Joshua was a son of Nun of the 
tribe of Ephraim. He must have been born in Goshen, 
Egypt, where his parents were in slavery. He was nearly 
forty years old when he shared in the triumph of the 
exodus. He is mentioned first in connection with the 
fight against Amalek at Rephidim, where he was chosen 
by Moses to lead the Israelites. Soon afterward, he was 
one of the twelve spies sent to spy out the land of Canaan 
and one of the two who gave an encouraging report of 
their journey. God Himself appointed Joshua, by the 
mouth of Moses, to take over the leadership of Israel 
after Moses’ death. Numbers 27:18, 19, “And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a 
man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; 
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By MRS. RUTH STARNES 


And set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the 
congregation; and give him a charge in their sight.” 

Moses, the great lawgiver and leader of Israel, had 
died. Under the direction of God, Joshua assumed the 
command of the children of Israel. As Moses’ minister, 
Joshua had proved faithful. In each task assigned him, 
he proved himself a capable man. Joshua was stepping 
into a place of responsibility, and God knew he would 
need encouragement. God promised him victory if he 
would be faithful. One writer has said, “Spiritual leader- 
ship is not won nor established by promotion, but by 
many prayers and tears, confessions of sin and heart- 
searchings, humblings before God and self-surrender, a 
courageous sacrifice of every idol and a bold, deathless, 
uncompromising, uncomplaining embracing of the cross, 
an eternal, unfaltering looking unto Jesus. Spiritual lead- 
ers are not made by man, neither conferences, nor 
schools, but only by God.” 


GOD HAS GIVEN EACH of us a work to do 
for Him. It is most important for us to have a sense of 
our mission in life. The gift of life on this earth is ours. 
At the very most, physical life is short and fleeting. We 
can live this life only once. We cannot retrace our steps 
or recapture our wasted years. The matter of foremost 
importance should be to secure the guidance of God 
along the pathway of life. We are not able to see the 
traps that Satan lays for the feet of the weary pilgrim, 
yet God protects His own. If we should have to walk a 
hundred miles, we still should have to take one step at 
the time and by continuation come to our journey’s 
end. So it is with life. It seems easier to do right to- 
morrow than today, because we forget that when tomor- 
row comes it will then be today. Thus life passes with 


many resolving to do better in a future that never ar- - 


rives. Life is an opportunity to honor Christ. It has been 
said, “We sow our thoughts and reap our actions; we 
sow our actions and reap our habits; we sow our habits 
and reap our character; we sow our character and reap 
our destiny.” Time and experience have proved that the 
hope of tomorrow lies in the preparation of today. 
God commissioned Joshua to study the Word in order 
to observe all that was written therein. True success is 
achieved by knowing and by doing ihe will of God. We 
can know His will only by studying the Bible. The reason 
that there are so many lonely, aching hearts is because 
people are not acquainted with the directions of life 
God has given us in His Word. God’s Word declares that 
no one truly lives unto himself. He should be concerned 
with the lives of those around him. I read of a man in 
Korea who became a Christian, then later came to Amer- 
ica. He was asked to speak in a meeting on the Chris- 
tian’s duty of sending the gospel to the heathen. He 
asked, “Do not the Christians know that Christ has given 
them this work to do?” “Oh, yes, they know Christ has 


given them this work, but if you will speak to them, the 


will be more interested,” was the reply. “No, no,” sai 
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the Korean Christian, “if they will not mind Christ, they 
will not mind me.” 

Joshua was ready to lead the Israelites across Jordan 
into the land of Canaan. They were given the land as 
their possession, but God commanded them to destroy 
the enemy. The ark of the covenent was leading the 
way. The ark was a symbol of the presence of God. The 
people were to move when the ark moved. This is a con- 
dition of spiritual progress for us—we must be willing to 
follow the Lord anywhere at any time. As our Shepherd, 
He leads us into green pastures and beside still waters. 
Many people know Him as a Master to be served, but so 
few know Him as a personal Companion in all their ways 
of life. He is a Friend that sticks closer than a brother. 
Even in the night, He gives us songs in our hearts. No 
wonder the Psalmist could cry, “He’s my Fortress, my 
High Tower, my Shield, my Buckler!” 

In following the ark, the Israelites were to keep at a 
distance. They must thus express their reverence to that 
token of God’s presence lest its familiarity with them 
should breed contempt. If they had been allowed to come 
too near the ark, they would have surrounded it, and 
only those close by could have seen it. So it was with 
good reason they were exhorted to put a distance be- 
tween them and the ark so that all the people could see 
and follow. 


JosHuA SAID, “FOR ye have not passed 
this way heretofore.” We are entering a new year, we 
have not passed this road before. The future is an op- 
portunity to a richer, fuller life for God. Every new 
path should be entered upon in entire dependence upon 
God. In the Christian life there are new victories to be 
won. We are always meeting higher ground, farther vis- 
ions. Let us prepare for and expect unusual events. Let 
us place ourselves in the hands of the Master Sculptor, 
and let Him fashion us into vessels meet for His use. 
Determined to make better use of the new year, let us 
put behind us the failures of the old one. Let us set our 
affections on heavenly things, putting God first in all we 
undertake. 

We must walk by faith if we expect God to accomplish 
anything in our lives. David Livingstone adopted the 
motto “Anywhere Provided It Be Forward,” and this was 
a real help to him during the long years of studying to 
prepare himself for missionary service. As a boy, Living- 
stone heard Robert Moffat make a talk on his return 
from Africa which made a lasting impression upon him. 
Moffat said, “I have often stood at sunset on a certain 
hill near my home and seen the smoke of a thousand 
villages where no missionary of Christ has ever been.” 
Though only a boy at the time, Livingstone pictured 
in his mind all those villages and himself going from 
one to the other carrying the gospel of Christ. This 
vision caused him to begin his preparation for missionary 


oo even though it was a hard task of denying himself 


many things he actually needed. As a result, at the age 
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of twenty-eight years, he set sail for Africa, where he 
helped lay the foundation for many missionary endeavors. 

Psalm 16:11, “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in 
thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore.” As we begin this new year, 
let us seek the Lord in earnest prayer. Prayer is always 
a privilege. Over and over, we find comfort and encour- 
agement in prayer. We need not want for any good 
thing; it is ours for the asking. Some do not pray with a 
real care for those about them. Some pray but refuse to 
obey the Lord. God wants us to pray, then do what He 
tells us. Once a man earnestly prayed for God to touch 
a certain person with His finger. God said, “You are my 
finger!” It is God’s plan to use man to win man. A deep 
spiritual experience does not come by accident. It is the 
fruit of the most earnest and prayerful effort. Our Ad- 
versary, the devil, is going about as a roaring lion. Al- 
though he is a defeated foe, he comes again and again 
to attack the Christian. The conflict must be fought with 
spiritual weapons. Let us be submissive in our prayer 
life. If we obey God, we can be assured of His presence. 
In His presence there is a joy about which the world 
knows nothing and there are pleasures abundant. 

The new year beckons us to greater victories and higher 
heights than ever before. We are given the new year, but 
we must choose what we shall accomplish for God. The 
results will be according to our own efforts. We can give 
ourselves unreservedly into the hands of the Divine Potter 
and allow Him to fashion our lives, or we can give way 
to defeat. Many do not have courage to attempt any 
great thing because of past failures. Let us bury the 
disappointments, sorrows, and failures of the old year, 
and look forward to a fruitful new year with God as our 
Partner. We shall not fail if we put our trust in Him. 


Light of the Year 

The candle of the old year had burned low, 
The light was growing wavery and dim 
As quietly he stepped into the past, 
And, sad of heart, we said good-by to him, 
But New Year, with a candle freshly trimmed, 
Came dancing like a child along the way; 
And as we gladly turned to welcome him, 
He lit our path with hope’s illum’ning ray. 
O New Year, light our way with faith and hope 
And fill us with a courage that will last 
So that we do our very best each day 
Until we, too, are gathered with the past. 

—By Bertha Inwood Michael. 
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* ONE THING - 


NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE 


By FLOYD A. BOGER, 
Pastor, Statesville, North Carolina 


Philippians 3:13, 14, “Brethren, I count not myself to 
have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 


and looking back over this year, we can see many 

things that should have been done differently. 
Now the only thing we can do is to forget the past and 
to think of the one thing we need the most—Jesus. 

Psalm 27:4, “One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life.” One thing I desire 
is to stay in the Church of God all my life as David said. 
Ecclesiastes 3:19, “For that which befalleth the sons of 
men... even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, 
so dieth the other.” It is appointed unto man once to die. 
There is one thing sure, we are all going. I want to go 
in the first resurrection. In the tenth chapter of Mark, 
a rich young ruler came running to Christ and asked 
what good thing could he do that he might have eternal 
life. Jesus loved him and said, “One thing thou lackest: 
go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come 
take up the cross and follow me.” 

Is there one thing you lack being a real Christian? Je- 
sus pays attention to the one thing. “But one thing is 
needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which 
shall not be taken away from her,” Luke 10:42. God 
-_wants us to study the Word and to listen to the words 
of Christ, because we live by the Bread of life. The ninth 
chapter of John tells of the man blind from birth. When 
Jesus, making clay of spittle and anointing his eyes, told 
him to wash in the pool of Siloam, the blind man obeyed 
and was healed. When the people asked about his Healer, 
he answered, “Whether he (Jesus) be a sinner or no, I 
know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, 
now I see.” There is one thing I do know—I found Jesus, 
and I want to obey Him. 

2 Peter 3:8, “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one 
thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day.” One thing about 
it, we shall have all the time we want to praise God. Let 
us remember this thought “One Thing.” Also, let us re- 
member Jesus and His Word. Now, if we have not obeyed 
Him this year, let us ask Him to forgive our disobedience 
of the past, and then we can forget the past. Forgetting 
the past, let us strive for the prize. 1 Corinthians 9:24, 
“Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, 


(Continued on page 11) 


7] O DOUBT, YOU AND I have made many failures, 
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—_DRCUARE 


By D. H. DELK 





Text for December 12. Webster says that declare 

means to “publish, make known, and so forth.” 
Paul said that “this thing was not done in a corner.” 
Christ came with advertisement. Zechariah 9:9, “Behold, 
thy King cometh.” John the Baptist came crying, “Pre- 
pare ye the way of the Lord.” In Luke 2:9 the angels 
came in great glory, with much light, announcing the 
birth of Christ. I wonder, do we declare enough or are 
we timid and ashamed of the greatest thing that has ever 
happened. 

The one-talent man hid (did not declare) his talent 
and was condemned and cast into outer darkness. In 
Psalm 40:1-3 David compared his plight to a prisoner in 
a low dungeon. Read Jeremiah 38:6 and Lamentations 
3:55. So were we in the quagmire of sin when Christ 
reached down His hand for us. Why not cry aloud, why 
not publish and declare it? Read Psalm 116:8. A news- 
boy was silent one day, and someone asked why he was 
not holloing, “Paper, paper, read all about it,” and he 
answered, “There is nothing in it worth holloing about.” 
When I think of what God has done for me, I realize 
that it is something about which to lift my voice. It is 
worth declaring when we think of the suffering of Christ. | 
(Read slowly Isaiah 53:1-9.) How can we let our feelings 
get in the way? How can we let a root of bitterness abide 
in our hearts? Why will we let a chip get on our shoulder 
and stop our praise, our declaring His name, His great 
salvation and deliverance to mankind. 


A LITTLE BOY WHO was given good care 
in a hospital said as he was leaving, “Doctor, my mother 
will never hear the last about you.” Let’s declare; let’s 
cry out; let’s go out quickly into the streets and carry 
the world’s greatest need, the gospel of Christ. His gospel 
is a four-way gospel—a help physically, mentally, spirit- 
ually, and financially. 

I want to declare that God is in the healing business. 
For years I had suffered, and was very nervous and weak. 
Many times I was in despair, mentally tormented, but 
on January 20, 1953 (while President Eisenhower was be- 
ing inaugurated) at the altar of the Church of God in 
Brevard, North Carolina, God came down and healed me. 
I feel as if He added twenty years to my life. Oh, glory to 
God! It’s worth declaring. Remember, this thing was not 
done in a corner, and it will not live under a bushel. le'® 
tell it to our dying day. 


‘ ET’S NOTICE THE WORD “declare” in the Golden 
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RELIGION IN REVIEW: OUTSTANDING EVENTS IN 1954 
(Continued from page 5) 

native in international affairs except that of “co-exis- 

tence.” The churchmen did not like that expression, so 

they used the phrase “Living together in a divided world.” 

It was contended that there can be a development 
from the present competition among the nations to a 
genuine cooperation. Great reliance is to be placed on the 
United Nations, but the possibility of total war and na- 
tional self-defense was recognized. 

The World Council expressed itself as not desiring to 
become a world church, but to be a movement toward 
unity among Protestant and Orthodox communions. As 
one leading official expressed the matter, “The Council 
can and must work to create a situation in which there is 
so much in common between the churches that there is 
no adequate reason for them to remain separate from 
each other.” 

While defining itself as primarily a religious gather- 
ing, the Council was divided most seriously in matters of 
the faith. Early in the conference there developed sharp 
theological disagreements among the delegates, and these 
were not resolved when the sessions came to an end. The 
differences of opinions centered largely in the theme of 
the gathering “Christ—the Hope of the World.” It was 
the observation of a keen student of contemporary religion 
that “Most Americans tended to emphasize the hope for 
improvement here and now, as well as the anticipation 
of ultimate redemption. Most Europeans preferred to dis- 
count human progress and to put their faith in the 
world to come or in the ‘Second Coming of Christ.’ Ameri- 
cans emphasized man’s present responsibilities; Euro- 
peans placed reliance solely in God. There were diverse 
opinions within each group, and the cleavage along con- 
tinental lines was by no means absolute. But many Eu- 
ropeans concluded that their American colleagues were 
largely humanistic and non-Biblical rather than specifi- 
cally Christian, and many Americans found it difficult 
to distinguish between current European theology and 
the Fundamentalism that bedeviled American churches 
a generation ago.” 

In some of the discussions there was public castigation 
of American evangelicals who hold to the fundamentals 
of the faith. In the language of one delegate their posi- 
tion was defined as “Christianity, fundamentalism, au- 
thoritarianism—capitalism of the extreme right—increa- 
tive scientific thinking—reactionary politics.” 

Candidly did The Christian Century observe: “Always 
at Evanston, and not far below the surface, there were 
grim disunities which the World Council may at limited 
times and to limited degrees transcend, but which it has 
hardly begun even to dissolve . . . Evanston will not be 
remembered for having carried forward the cause of 
Christian unity. It might possibly (though we hope not) 
be remembered for having shown how far-off and 
blocked-off the goal of unity is.” 

The message, the concluding statement of the Council, 
is a stirring statement, and to much of it evangelicals 
can agree if the members meant what conservatives 
understand the words to mean; and there are conspicu- 
ous omissions. 

Liberals and Conservatives alike would do well to con- 
sider thoughtfully the message of the WCC and see if 
there cannot be a mutually agreeable definition of terms. 


IT IS NOT OFTEN that Congress makes 
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leading religious news for the year, but such has been 
the case in 1954. The Internal Revenue Code adopted 

this year reflects the position 
INCOME TAX that there should be increased 
RELAXATION provision for religious and cha- 

ritable organizations; such as 
churches, hospitals, and regularly established educational 
institutions. 

The stated purpose of the new income tax provisions is 
“to aid these institutions in obtaining the additional 
funds they need, in view of their rising costs and the 
relatively low rates of return they are receiving on en- 
dowment funds.” The principal provisions favoring re- 
ligious and charitable enterprises are: 1. Raising from 
20 to 30 per cent the amount a taxpayer may deduct 
from his income because of gifts to religious or charitable 
organizations; 2. Pastors not provided with residence or 
living quarters can deduct the cost of such housing in 
computing their tax, and those providing their own hous- 
ing may deduct the actual cost thereof; 3. Contributions 
can be made to nonprofit burial and cemetery associa- 
tions which are regarded as for charitable purposes; 4. 
Business corporations can carry over to future tax years 
charitable contributions made in excess of the five per 
cent of their taxable income; 5. A liberalization of the 
tax provision for those who plan ultimately to give nearly 
all the money they would otherwise pay in taxes; 6. A 
change in the taxation of income from annuities which 
definitely favors those who give annuity funds to religious 
and educational institutions. 

By way of summary we share the position of the Brit- 
ish journalist who declared in July of this year that 
“Britain and the West in general stand upon the thresh- 
old of the greatest spiritual awakening for many cen- 
turies . . .” Will 1955 bring into clearer focus the cross 
of the Lord Jesus Christ to show mankind God’s judg- 
ment upon sin, His provision for the forgiveness thereof, 
and for newness of life to as many as believe upon the 


Saviour? 


ONE THING 
(Continued from page 10) 
but one receiveth the prize? So run that ye may obtain.” 
Let’s forget the past and run this Christian race. Gala- 
tians 5:7, “Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye 
should not obey the truth?” We should forget the past 
so that nothing will hinder us from running freely. 

We shall have to strip for the spiritual race. Hebrews 
12:1, “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience the race that is set before us.” 
So, forgetting the past and what is behind us, let us keep 
our eyes on the goal before us. Paul said in 2 Timothy 
4:7, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith.” The homestretch reached, 
heaven, is ours if we will forget the past. 

After we have won the prize, we can say with Paul, 
2 Timothy 4:8, “Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love his appearing.” So, if 
you are a sinner, one thing about it, Jesus saves. If you 
will forget the past and run with your eyes on the goal, 
heaven will be your home. 
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50 SERMONS IN 
OUTLINE FROM THE SCRIPTURES WITH é 
ILLUSTRATIONS ; e 
BY PAUL H. WALKER : 
EVANGELISTIC PASTORAL DOCTRINAL * 








This book contains 140 pages, is 7/16 of an inch thick, 6x8 in size, with a 
well stitched cover. There is an extra margin and space for memorandums, 
provided for the convenience of the minister who studies. 

The book has been highly complimented by leading men of the Church, as 
being a solid work which will fill a great need in the field of evangelism and 
general church work. TO APPRECIA THE BOOK IS TO OWN ONE. 

Many have requested such a book for a number of years. A book which will 
assist the pastor, evangelist, and student minister. This is the reason that I 
made the attempt to get it into the hands of the clergy. Sunday School 
leaders will do well to own this book of sermon outlines with illustrations. 

The book contains sermon and study material on subjects such as: 

1. The Important Purchase and Prohibited Sale. 2. God’s “Excepts” in the 
athe Uni 3. Eighteen Things the Lord Would Find if He Came to This Town. 
4. e Unpardonable Sin. 5. Demonology. 6. The Church Literal and Spiritual. 

What is Man? 8. Present Day Fulfillment of Prophecy. 9. Christ a Stone. 
Also many others may be found in this work, which will be well worth your while. 

The price of the book is $2.00 postpaid. 











For a number of years, our 
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BRING YE ALL THE TITHES INTO THE STOREHOUSE “a 








A TITHER bell has compiled these into a 


book ONE MINUTE PLEASE, 
which is now available. In it 
are many interesting subjects; 
such as, 
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KENTWOOD, La.—God has been 
blessing us in a marvelous way in 
Kentwood. We are in a church build- 
ing program. Our church is incom- 
plete, and we are worshiping in the 
lower portion until we can finish our 
auditorium. On October 3 we had an 
all-day service and invited other 
churches to come help us in raising 
money for the completion of our 
church. The response of the other 
churches was wonderful, and many 
people had to stand up because of the 
lack of seating space. Brother Y. W. 
Kidd was the morning speaker and 
his message was so soul-stirring that 
every person was moved to sacrifice 
for God’s cause. We had set our goal 
at one thousand dollars for the day’s 
offering, but when God started deal- 
ing with hearts, we exceeded our goal 
and took up an offering of $1,765.46. A 
very small portion of this was in 
pledges, the greater part being in cash, 
ready for deposit in our building fund. 
The spirit of God has continued to be 
with us in a mighty way, and in near- 
ly every service since then, money has 
been turned in voluntarily for our 
building fund. These people have a 
mind to work.—Warren E. Coleman, 
Pastor. 


SUNNYSIDE, Ala.—We praise God 
for being so real in our services. God 
is blessing in every department. Since 
the Assembly, we have painted the 
parsonage and built a new concrete 
front porch. The tithes and offerings 
have doubled, and on Sunday, Novem- 
ber 21, we had 115 in Sunday School. 
The spiritual tide is rising high and 
people are being saved, sanctified, 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, and 
added to the church. Brother Bluitt 
Warren is our pastor, and he is a 
wonderful man of God. We surely 
thank. God for sending Brother and 
Sister Warren and their family to us. 
—Mike Byrd, Clerk. 


HOMERVILLE, Ga.— We are 
so thankful for the way God is bless- 
ing here. Souls are be >»! saved, and 
people are being healed by the great 
power of God. Every department of 
the church is growing, and our Sun- 
day School has broken all previous 
records. Brother J. B. Robinson is our 
pastor. He and his wife are very hum- 
ble people and share with their mem- 
bers the burdens, sorrows, and joys. 
We are so happy for them to be here. 
—Mrs. A. L. Denmark. 


GROVES, Texas — The Groves 
Church of God is happy to report that 
under the leadership of the pastor 
and his wife, Brother and Sister Rolen 
Dunn, we are increasing spirituall 
and financially in every department. 
Our Sunday School has almost dou- 
bled in attendance, and the Lord is 
blessing in our services. We recently 
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had a youth revival with Brother Ray 
Ogle, of California, as the evangelist. 
The church was greatly blessed by his 
Ten were 
saved, 3 sanctified, several healed, and 
1 was filled with the Holy Ghost.— 
C. E. Reeves, Clerk. 


Spirit-filled preaching. 


ILLINOIS BIBLE AND PRAYER 
CONFERENCE 


The Church of God in the State of 
Iilinois met together on November 16, 
17, and 18, at the Carriers Mills 
Church for the State Bible and Prayer 
Conference. Brother F. W. Goff, state 
overseer, directed the services that 
were a blessing from the beginning to 
the end. The services were blessed by 
many visitors from out of the State— 
Brother Estel Moore, overseer of Wis- 
consin; Brother James Stephens, over- 
seer of Indiana; Brother B. E. Ellis, 
overseer of Missouri; Brother J. L. 
Goins, evangelist; and Brother Charles 
W. Conn, Editor-in-Chief of Church 
of God Publications. 

Brother Conn gave a morning series 
of lectures on “The Mystery of Iniq- 
uity,’” which were very timely and 
needed in the world and day in which 
we live. Brother Conn stated, “The 
time has come when we must be able 
to discern the right from the wrong.” 
Also, “We must put the whole Word 
of God into practice so that God will 
honor our services with His power.” 
We were made to cry out for God to 
help us in the greatest task in the 
world—proclaiming and practicing the 
whole Bible. 

In the first afternoon service, 
Brother B. E. Ellis, overseer of Mis- 
souri, spoke to us on “Those Things 
Which Ye Do Hear and See.” On the 
second afternoon, Brother Goins, 
evangelist, brought a wonderful mes- 
sage to the ministry of the State of 
Illinois. Both messages from these 
brethren were a great blessing to our 
Bible and Prayer Conference. 

The church was completely filled 
each night of the conference. God 
anointed Brother Conn as he spoke 
to us each night. 

The singing by the congregation and 
the special singing were full of joy 
and the Holy Ghost. It seems that 
everyone came for one purpose and 
that was to worship the Lord; no one 
was disappointed. During our singing 
and testimonies, God would send His 
Spirit among His people, and we would 
shout and rejoice in Him. 

The Carriers Mills Church was a 
perfect host church. The people were 
welcomed by the town mayor and the 
president of the Ministerial Alliance. 
The church took care of those who 
stayed overnight and the L.W.W.B. 
prepared dinners and suppers for the 
conference. 
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The full harvest is yet to be reaped 
from the good seed sown at this Bible 
and Prayer Conference. The testi- 
monies stated that it was the greatest 
ever. The spirit of unity and fellow- 
ship was strongly felt throughout the 
meetings. All the services were Spirit- 
filled, and we all could say together, 
“We were made to sit in heavenly 

laces in Christ Jesus.” Below are some 

rief statements of a few who attend- 
ed.—John Cody. 

“Never have I been privileged to at- 
tend a convention, camp meeting, or 

rayer conference in which I was more 

lessed than I have been blessed in 
this Bible and Prayer Conference. The 
preaching and the teaching of God’s 
Word were in power, and I realize 
more fully the position of my calling 
as a minister of the gospel of Christ.” 
—Walter E. Purcell. 

“This I believe has been the geatest 
Bible and Prayer Conference I have 
ever attended. The lectures and ser- 
mons by our Brother Conn were the 
most soul-searching and soul-stirring 
that a person could possibly hear. This 
meeting will go down in my memory 
as one of the most beneficial that I 
have ever attended. The other minis- 
ters were also at their best. Certainly 
God has been with us throughout this 
meeting.”—R. E. Caraway. 

“In this Prayer and Bible Confer- 
ence I have been made to realize more 
than ever before that I have been 
bought with a price and am the pos- 
session of Christ. Because of that re- 
alization, I have resolved that I shall 
let Him use me for His glory so that 
I can be a greater blessing in His king- 
dom.”—Carl Hanvey. 

“The messages and the presence of 
the Spirit of God in this Prayer Con- 
ference make me think more of the 
Church of God than ever before. I 
have been lifted up by the presence 
of the Lord.”—E. W. omas. 

_“I have been in the Church of God 
since I was a boy, and I have never 
witnessed greater manifestations of 
the Holy Ghost. This is the blooming 
day for the Church of God.”—C. M. 
Newton. 

“This Prayer Conference has been, 
by far, the best I have ever attended. 
I feel definitely strengthened and en- 
larged in my ministry and prayer life.” 
—Joel D. Brown. 


The Lord is blessing us in East Los 
Angeles. We thank Him for our new 
pastor, Brother S. L. Bunch, who is a 
real Church of God preacher. He real- 
ly preaches old-time holiness, and the 
Lord is blessing. Our Y.P.E. and Sun- 
day School are growing, and on Sun- 
day, November 14, we broke all rec- 
ords by going from 88 to 187 in at- 
tendance. Our offering was $134.25, so 
the Lord is blessing us both spiritual- 
ly and financially. Souls are being 
saved, and we are going over the top 
for Jesus.—Frank Woods, Reporter. 
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MOSQUE IN U. S. CAPITAL 
NEARS COMPLETION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) One of 
the items on the agenda of a sight- 
seeing trip in this city is now the 
mosque, which is nearing completion. 
In Embassy Row, it is authentic in 
every detail and has been carefully 
designed to face Mecca. The minaret 
towers over a balcony for the muezzin, 
or call to prayer. Verses from the 
Koran are inscribed around the out- 
side of building on tiles, chandeliers 
and other accessories which will come 
from all over the Moslem world. The 
mosque itself is but the main part of 
a proposed Islamic center which will 
cost $1,500,000. It will house a library, 
museum of fine arts, lecture halls, and 
other facilities. Even in its uncom- 
— stage some lectures have been 

eld on Moslem culture and religion 
in the hall, as well as the Friday noon 
prayer sessions. 

Alvin Dark, captain and shortstop 
of the world champaion New York Gi- 
ants, told a Sunday School class at the 
Calvary Baptist Church, Yonkers, 
N. Y., that he plans to give 10 per cent, 
or more than $1,100, of his world ser- 
ies money to his home church, Trin- 
ity Baptist in Lake Charles, La. Bap- 
tist Dark began giving “10 per cent of 
my earnings to God” when he was a 
newsboy making $2.50 a week and has 
tithed faithfully ever since. 

NEW WEAPONS CAN DEVASTATE 
ENTIRE CONTINENT 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) Secretary 
of the Air Force Harold Talbott said 
there are weapons which “can lay 
waste an entire continent.” And ef- 
forts to keep these weapons from be- 
ing used, he said, can succeed only if 
nations seek the help of God. Talbott’s 
address was prepared for a Veterans 
Day ceremony at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier in Arlington Nation- 
al Cemetery. The Air Force chief was 
designated to represent President Ei- 
senhower in the annual observance of 
what until now has been known as 
Armistice Day. Talbott said he visited 
the national cemetery recently and 
walked among the graves of the dead 
of the past wars. Then he declared: 

“The weapons which claimed the 
brave young men who lie here were 
formidable enough; yet, they were 
puny compared with the weapons that 
human beings can bring bear 
against each other in this nuclear age. 

ese are weapons of great destruc- 
tion. They can lay waste an entire 
continent—men, women, children, 
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even the beasts and the vegetation. 
They can abolish in a single night, not 
only an army, not only a nation, but 
also a whole civilization.” Talbott did 
not explain which particular weapons 
he had in mind. He apparently re- 
ferred to hydrogen weapons. 

He said that in his official position 
he has “intimate knowledge of these 
weapons,” then added: “Some of them 
are of such awful power that even the 
men who build them cannot fully vis- 
ualize the carnage that would follow 
their use. This is not the time or place 
to dwell upon them, but I will say this 
much—just one of these weapons can 
cause more destruction than all the 
bombing done by all the nations in 
the last world war.” The trouble, he 
said, is with man, not the weapons. 
He said he knows no machine, “how- 
ever ingenious, which destroys except 
at the command of man.” 

“I do not believe that any govern- 
ment that deals in ruthlessness, in 
cynicism, in godlessness can long en- 
dure. I do not think that we, or any 
nation, can face overwhelming dan- 
= of the atomic age and emerge 
ree without the guidance, the wis- 
dom, that only God can give to hu- 
man beings .. . I believe with all my 
heart that we can keep the peace only 
if we seek His help, not to destroy our 
enemies, but to help us summon the 
patience, the courage, and if need be, 
the sternness that will be needed to 
prevent a war which would destroy 
us both.” 


FINAL REPORT ON KOREAN 
WAR DEAD 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) The De- 
fense Department, in a “tentative fi- 
nal” casualty report on the Korean 
War, said that American troops suf- 
fered 142,091 casualties in the three- 
year conflict. The department also of- 
ficially closed the books on thousands 
of missing personnel, declaring that 
4,735 missing persons now are pre- 
sumed dead. 

The casualty total includes 33,629 
deaths, 103,284 wounded, 5,133 cap- 
tured or missing but subsequently re- 
turned to military control; 24 missing 
and 21 who refused repatriation. Of 
the twenty-four still listed as missing, 
nine are Navy personnel and fifteen 
are Air Force. The department said 
that only the fifteen Air Force fliers 
are definitely known to be alive. The 
Army suffered the most casualties 
with 109,958. The Navy had 2,087, the 
a Corps 28,205, and the Air Force 


REDS TRAIN APOSTLES TO 
FIGHT RELIGION 

MOSCOW, Russia (EP) The Soviet 
Government is training apostles to go 
out over the land and preach antire- 
ligion. This is part of the vast, revived 
antireligious campaign. The idea is to 
snuff out a resurgence of religion that 
is taking place in this thirty-seventh 
year of Communist rule. Tass reports 
from Tallin, Estonia, that a school 
was recently conducted there to school 
antireligious propagandists for field 
work. The school was conducted un- 
der sponsorship of the Communist 
Party, the Estonian Ministry of Cul- 
ture, and other agencies. 


ASSAIL DOCTORS “WITH NO 
FAITH IN GOD” 

ST. LOUIS, Mo. (EP) Dr. Elmer 
Hess, president-elect of the American 
Medical Association, said any doctor 
“who lacks faith in the Supreme Be- 
ing” has no right to practice medicine. 
“A physician who walks into a sick 
room is not alone,” said the Erie, Pa., 
doctor, who is a specialist in urology. 
“He can only minister to the ailing 
person with the material tools of sci- 
entific medicine—his faith in a high- 
er power does the rest. 

“Show me the doctor who denies the 
existence of the Supreme Being and I 
will say that he has no right to prac- 
tice the healing art.” Hess made the 
statements in a prepared digest of ex- 


temporaneous remarks he planned for . 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY TRIUMPHS 
IN ITALY 


NEW YORK (EP) The principle of 
full religious toleration won a clear- 
cut victory recently in overwhelming- 
ly Roman Catholic Italy. Again and 
again since the war, Italian a 
have acted against some proselytizing 
Protestant sects (e.g., Assemblies of 
God, Church of Christ), have fined or 
arrested members and broken up serv- 
ices. Now Italy’s highest administra- 
tive tribunal, the Council of State, has 
ordered the Ministry of the Interior 
to grant juridical recognition to the 
Assemblies of God churches in Italy. 
The council severely criticized the po- 
lice for having often ignored Italy’s 
postwar constitution, which permits 
religious liberty for all. In practice, 
the ruling means that eventually all 
Protestant sects in Italy will probably 
have (1) tax-free places of worship, 
(2) the right to hold public services 
and solicit funds, (3) the right to per- 
form legally binding marriage cere- 
monies and other religious rites. 
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the opening of the 48th annual meet- 
ing of the Southern Medical Associa- 
tion. The SMA, with a total member- 
ship of 10,000 doctors, ranks second 
-_ to the AMA as the largest gen- 
eral medical organization in the coun- 


ry. 


CRUSADE TRAIN CARRIES 
GOVERNOR TO GRAHAM 
MEETINGS 

NEW ORLEANS, La. (EP) The “Hold 
Fast Gains” train, the biggest reli- 
gious pilgrimage in Nashville, Tennes- 
see’s history, carried Tennessee’s Gov- 
ernor, Frank G. Clement, sponsor of 
the crusade special, and some 700 oth- 
er passengers from Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, and Alabama to the New Or- 
leans Crusade last week for two night 
services of the final week of Billy Gra- 
ham’s month-long New Orleans Cru- 
sade. The train was named in honor 
of an Indian scout who made a mara- 
thon trip to Nashville for reinforce- 
ments in General Andrew Jackson’s 
Battle of New Orleans. The Billy Gra- 
ham New Orleans Crusade concluded 
Sunday in the Sugar Bowl Stadium 
with an attendance of 60,000 which 
brought the total attendance to 
341,500. There were 4,914 decisions of 
which 800 were made Sunday. J. D. 
Grey, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, New Orleans, was chairman 
of the local committee. Dr. Graham’s 
next engagement will be at Waco, 
Texas, where he will receive an hon- 
orary degree from Baylor University. 

A Code of Ethics for the nation’s 
comic book industry was announced 
by Charles F. Murphy, of New York, 
code administrator for the recently- 
formed Comics Magazine Association 
of America. The twenty-four of the 
country’s twenty-seven leading comic 
book publishers who are members of 
the Association have adopted the Code 
which bans all comics “that are of- 
fensive to public taste.” 


In a recent survey, it was found 
that California’s alcoholics cost the 
State twelve times the total liquor tax 
revenue. There have been similar find- 
ings in other states. 


Har M. Blankenship, a recently 
converted cafe owner of Fort Worth, 
piled his stock of beer on the sidewalk 
not long ago and told the distributors 
to come and get it. He said that, after 
selling beer for nearly forty years, he 
had decided to “stop working for the 
devil and go to work for the Lord.” 


A service station in Wynnewood, 
Oklahoma, has a prayer room which 
is used by twenty-five to fifty travel- 
ers every day. The number of auto- 
mobile accidents along that part of 
U. S. Highway 77 has been cut since 
the chapel was opened. 


SURVIVAL MUST BE THROUGH 
SEGREGATION SAYS SOUTH 
AFRICA EDUCATOR 

PRETORIA, South Africa (EP) Race 
distinction was not based principally 
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on the color of the skin, but rather on 
the general racial and national char- 
acteristics, culture, and outlook, said 
Professor H. M. van der Westhuyzen, 
of the University of Pretoria, at a re- 
cent meeting of the Philosophical So- 
ciety in Pretoria. He said every na- 
tion, including the Native, had the 
right to survival. Where two cultures 
clashed there were three solutions 
possible—removing the one group by 
force, absorbing the group, or dividing 
and living in entire territorial segre- 
gation. It was against the nature of 
white South Africa to use force, al- 
though the opportunity had presented 
itself in the past. Assimilation was 
not acceptable as a solution because 
that would mean national suicide. The 
remaining solution was the only ac- 
ceptable one—to separate European 
and non-European cultural _— in 
separate territories where their sep- 
— cultures could be fully devel- 
oped. 


One out of ten persons in the United 
States is a Baptis ers to one of 
the twenty-five different branches of 
Baptists. One out of every two Negroes 
is a Baptist. J. H. Jackson, president 
of the National Baptist Convention of 
the U.S.A., Incorporated, has reported 
that the denomination, which is the 
largest Negro religious organization in 
the world, gained 148,299 new mem- 
bers in the past year to attain a total 
of 4,557,416. The total value of prop- 
erty owned by the denomination’s 
more than 30,000 member churches 
was reported at $125,408,500. 


Sam Morris, San Antonio, Texas, 
made a nation-wide broadcast over 
NBC on “Liquor—a Curse to America” 
November 7, 1954. This is the first 
time a national network has ever sold 
time for a temperance broadcast. 


Arthur H. Compton, Nobel prize 
physicist and former chancellor of 
Washington University, said in St. 
Louis, Mo., at the opening of a ten- 
day conference on jience and Hu- 
man Responsibility that “world prog- 
ress is impossible without the recognt 
tion of the importance of man provid- 
ed by religion.” Dr. Compton is also 
general chairman of World Brother- 
hood and former Protestant co-chair- 
man of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews and is one of the 
scientists whose work led in the devel- 
opment of atomic power. 


Congress has been urged to author- 
ize the taking of a religious census in 
1956 and to appropriate the necessa 
funds for the project. The last suc 
census was in 1936. 


Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, of New 
York, has stated that United States 
Roman Catholics have contributed 71 
per cent of all the mission funds avail- 
able to Pope Pius XII. In 55 mission 
countries and 653 areas with some 
100,000 missionaries, about 4,500 are 
Americans. 
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TIDWELL 


Uriah David Tidwell, of Bushnell, 
Florida, one of Sumpter County’s old- 
est and most respected residents, was 
laid to rest October 7 in the Bushnell 
Cemetery. His spirit and soul went 
to paradise on October 6. Brother Tid- 
well was born in Bount County, Ala- 
bama, on May 25, 1863, and he came 
to Florida in 1884, where he was mar- 
ried to Charlotte Matilda Hawkins in 
1890. To this union was born six chil- 
dren, five daughters and one son. He 
accepted Jesus as his Saviour, received 
the Holy Ghost, and became a mem- 
ber of the Church of God in 1914. He 
was a trustee of the local church for 
many years and also served in various 
other church official duties. Survivors 
of the immediate family are his wife; 
three daughters; and an only son, U. 
D. (Dolphus) Tidwell, the pastor of 
the Church of God at Miami, Florida. 
The funeral service was conducted by 
Brother R. P. Johnson, of Hialeah, 
Florida, who was assisted by Brother 
R. J. Weatherington, of Bradenton, 
Florida, and Brother R. J. Johnson, 
of Frostproof, Florida. The family and 
friends, no doubt, will miss him more 
than words can express, but they have 
not lost a loved one and great Chris- 
tian, for he has just gone over home 
to await their coming.—One who loved 
and esteemed him, R. P. Johnson, a 
former pastor. 

STEWART 

Mrs. Lucy Stewart, 75 years of age, 
passed away on September 3, 1954. She 
was the mother of the Reverend Levo- 
man Stewart.—Mrs. Dollie Pegg, Cove 
Spring, Georgia. 

ENIX 

The Reverend Benjamin Harrison 
Enix, of Middlesboro, Kentucky, de- 
parted this life October 16, 1954. He 
was ordained a minister in the Church 
of God January, 1924, and has served 
as evangelist, pastor, and district pas- 
tor for a number of years. He was 
successful in building several church- 
es in the State of Kentucky, and he 
had the love and respect of the min- 
istry, as well as the members of this 
State. In his years of ae in the 
Church, he made many sacrifices to 
promote the general interest of the 
Church, and it is believed by those who 
worked with him that he built as 
many, or more, churches as any other 
minister in the State. Much of his suc- 
cess depended on the faithful service 
and continued sacrifice of a good 
Christian wife. The Lord blessed 
Brother and Sister Enix with fourteen 
children. The State of Kentucky feels 
that they have lost a good soldier and 
a strong warrior for God and the 
Church. We are uniting in pay for 
the comfort and guidance of the Enix 
family.—A. M. P ps, State Overseer. 
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Yes, join those who will be entering Lee College 
+ winter semester. Registration is January 24, 25, 


You may enroll for courses in: 
Religious Education 
High School 
Junior College 
Bible College 


ALL COURSES ARE APPROVED FOR VETERANS. 


For a free catalog of information and 
application blanks, write. 


Rev. R. Leonard Carroll, President, Lee College, 
Cleveland, Tennessee. 


Lee COLLEGE 


CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 























